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Walter George Smith School
Physical Description

The Smith School, rising four stories in height is an imposing building
constructed of brick with limestone trim Handsomely scaled and proportioned,
the building is designed in the Academic Gothic mode, popular in the early
twentieth century. The building is designed with two projecting ends flanking
the main surface of the front elevation. The basement sash, located at street
grade are double hung sash grouped in threes and enhanced with limestone
mullions and surrounds. The main building entrance, fronting along 19th Street,
has a small, enclosed porch with a gothic arched entrance surround with stepped
parapet walle A multi-light transom arched in shape, rests above the double leaf
entrance doors. Flanking the doorway are arched sash, set in at the first floor
level. This portion of the building face, executed in limestone rises two
additional stories framing the center bay of windows. Decorative mullions
support a limestone banner with brick diaper panels, incised with the building
name. The building fenestration is regular with triplet, double hung sash with
limestone surrounds. Delicate limestone band courses define the basement, first
and fourth floors. On the main face of the building, gothic arched windows with
decorative tracery, set into limestone surrounds, provide light to the attic’
area. The projecting flanking ends have stepped parapet walls with
battlementing. The battlemented parapet continues around the Wharton Street
elevation. A one story brick addition rests along the 19th Street elevation.

Statement of Significance

Built in 1924, the Walter George Smith School is an exceptionally intact example
of the design talents of Irwin T. Catharine. A graduate of the Drexel
Institute's architectural program, in 1903, he was soon hired by the Board of
Education in an assistant design position., By 1919 Catharine had risen to the
position of -Head Draftsman and in 1930 he became the Superintendent "of"
Buildings; "Catharine's innate talents and sense of aesthetics enablef him to
successfully work in a variety of design vocabularies. Working here in the
Academic Gothic mode, Catharine skillfully employed the window and door
elements, as well as colors and textures (red brick and limestone) to achieve a
balanced effect. The total effort shows no flaws, no understatements or over
embelllshments of detaillng. N . R S

The ‘Walter Geoxge Smith School compares qu1te favorably w1th one of Catharine" s
best designs in the Gothic style, Olney High School. Although the Smith School
lacks the monumental -scale. and numerous pointed-arch windows found on’ the Olney
High School, the Smith School possesses the intricate detailing that is most
notable in Catharine's best GOtth designs such as Olney High School.

Thus the Walter George Smith School is significant as an excellentexample of
Catharine's Gothic public school designs.

area of significance: architecture

verbal boundary description .
The nominated property consists of Philadelphia County lot 886224500 which contains

EVALUATION the school and 1TS CONCiguous Broulds.
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